
Application for Permit to Sell and/or Solicit for 
Charitable Organizations in the City of Chelsea 

Applicant's Name: ____________________________      Applicant's Phone: ______________ 
Address: ________________________________________    Email:__________________________ 
Business Name:______________________________________Business Phone: ________________ 
Business Address:  __________________________________________________________________ 
Vehicle description (if applicable): Make:/Model:  _____________________ License #:  _________

The individual listed above makes application for a Permit to Sell and/or Solicit for a charitable 
organization, more specifically described as follows: 

Event Commencing Date:  __________ Event Ending Date:  __________ 

The above stated intentions will be carried out in accordance with City Ordinance Section 8-56 

through Section 8-67 (Attached) 

__________________________________ ________________ 
             Applicant’s  Signature   Date 

__________________________________ ________________ 
          Approved by City Mayor      Date 

cc:  Chelsea Police Department



Sec. 8-56. License required. 
It shall be unlawful for any person to engage in the business of peddler or that of solicitor or 
canvasser, as defined in section 8-57, within the corporate limits without first obtaining license 
therefor in compliance with the provisions of this article. 

(Ord. No. 69, § 51.001, 2-6-1967) 

Sec. 8-57. Definitions. 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different 
meaning: 
Canvasser  or  solicitor  means any person, whether a resident of the city or not, traveling by 
foot or any type of conveyance, from place to place, from house to house, or from street to 
street, taking or attempting to take orders for the sale of goods, wares, merchandise, personal 
property of any nature for future delivery, or for services to be furnished or performed in the 
future, whether or not such person has, carries or exposes for sale a sample of the subject of 
such sale or whether he is collecting advance payments on suchsales or not. 
Peddler  means any person, whether a resident of the city or not, traveling by foot or any type 
of conveyance, from place to place, from house to house, or from street to street, carrying, 
conveying or transporting goods, wares, merchandise, foodstuffs or provisions, offering and 
exposing the same for sale, or making sales and delivering articles to purchasers, or who, 
without traveling from place to place, shall sell or offer the same for sale from any vehicle or 
conveyance. The term "peddler" shall also include the terms "hawker" and "huckster." 
(Ord. No. 69, § 51.002, 2-6-1967) 

Sec. 8-58. Application. 
Applicants for a license under this article must file with the chief of police a sworn application 
in writing, in duplicate, on a form to be furnished by the chief of police, which shall give the 
following information: 
(1) Name and description of the applicant. 
(2) Address, both legal and local. 
(3) Brief description of the nature of business and goods or services to be sold. 
(4) If employed, the name and address of the employer, together with credentials 
establishing the exact relationship. 
(5) The length of time for which the right to do business is desired. 
(6) If a vehicle is to be used, a description of the same, together with license number. 
(7) A photograph of the applicant, taken within 60 days prior to the date of the filing of the 
application, which picture shall be two inches by two inches showing the head and 
shoulders of the applicant in a clear and distinguishing manner. 
(8) A statement as to whether or not the applicant has been convicted of any crime, 
misdemeanor or ordinance violation, the nature of the offense, the punishment or penalty 
assessed therefor. 
At the time of filing the application, a fee as currently established or as hereafter adopted by 
resolution of the city council from time to time to cover the cost of investigation of the facts 
therein stated, shall accompany said application. 
(Ord. No. 69, § 51.003, 2-6-1967) 

Sec. 8-59. Investigation and issuance. 
(a) Upon receipt of such application the original shall be referred to the chief of police, who 
shall cause such investigation of the applicant's business and moral character to be made as 
he deems necessary for the protection of the public good. 
(b) If, as a result of such investigation, the applicant's character or business responsibility is 
found to be unsatisfactory, the chief of police shall endorse on such application his 
disapproval and his reasons for the same, returning the application to the chief of police who 
shall notify the applicant that his application is disapproved and that no permit and license 
will be issued. 
(c) If, as a result of such investigation, the character and business responsibility of the 
applicant are found to be satisfactory, the chief of police shall endorse on the application his 



approval, returning the same to the chief of police who shall, upon payment of the prescribed 
license fee, deliver to the applicant his permit and issue a license. Such license shall contain 
the signature of the chief of police and shall show the name, address and photograph of said 
licensee, the class of license issued, thekind of goods or services to be sold thereunder, the 
amount of fee paid, the date of issuance and the length of time the same shall be operative, 
as well as the license number and other identifying description of any vehicle used in the 
peddling or canvassing. The clerk shall keep a permanent written record of all licenses 
issued. 
(Ord. No. 69, § 51.004, 2-6-1967) 

 
Sec. 8-60. Licensing standards for good moral character. 
(a) The phrase "good moral character," when used in this article for the purpose of 
licensing, shall be construed to mean the propensity on the part of the person to serve the 
public in the licensed area in a fair, honest and open manner. 
(b) A judgment of guilt in a criminal prosecution or a judgment in a civil action shall not be 
used, in and of itself, as proof of a person's lack of good moral character. It may be used as 
evidence in the determination, and when so used the person shall be notified and shall be 
permitted to rebut the evidence by showing that at the current time he has the ability to, and 
is likely to serve the public in a fair, honest and open manner, that he is rehabilitated, or that 
the substance of the former offense is notreasonably related to the occupation or profession 
for which he seeks to be licensed. 
(c) The following criminal records shall not be used, examined or requested by the city in a 
determination of good moral character: 
(1) Records of an arrest not followed by a conviction; 
(2) Records of a conviction that has been reversed or vacated, including the arrest 
records relevant to that conviction; 
(3) Records of an arrest or conviction for a misdemeanor or a felony unrelated to the 
person's likelihood to serve the public in a fair, honest, and open manner; 
(4) Records of an arrest or conviction for a misdemeanor for the conviction of which a 
person may not be incarcerated in a jail or prison. 
(d) When a person is found to be unqualified for a license because of a lack of good 
moral character, or similar criteria, the person shall be furnished by the chief of police with 
a statement to this effect. The statement shall contain a complete record of the evidence 
upon which the determination was based. The person shall be entitled, as of right, to a 
rehearing on the issue before the city council if he has relevant evidence not previously 
considered regarding his qualifications. 
State law references:  Convictions, arrests, records and licenses, MCL 338.41 et seq. 

 
Sec. 8-61. Fees. 
(a) The license fee shall be for each individual salesman license, the sum as currently 
established or as hereafter adopted by resolution of the city council from time to time; 
the license to extend until the expiration of the calendar year in which the license was 
issued. 
(b) No fee shall be charged for one selling products of the farm or orchard actually 
produced by the seller. 
(c) No fee shall be charged for one selling goods or services for charitable and 
nonprofit organizations. 
(d) None of the license fees provided for by this article shall be so applied as to occasion an 
undue burden upon interstate commerce. In any case where a license fee is believed by a 
licensee or applicant for a license to place an undue burden upon such commerce, he may 
apply to the city manager or his designee for an adjustment of the 
fee so that it shall not be discriminatory, unreasonable or unfair as to such commerce. The 
applicant shall, by affidavit and supporting testimony, show his method of business and the 
gross volume and estimated gross volume of business and such other information as the 
city manager or his designee may deem necessary in order to determine the extent, if any, 
of such undue burden on such commerce. The city manager or his designee shall then 
conduct his investigation, comparing the applicant's business with other businesses of like 
nature and shall make findings of fact from which he shall determine whether the fee fixed 



by this article is unfair, unreasonable or discriminatory as tothe applicant's business and 
shall fix as a license fee for the applicant, an amount that is fair, reasonable and 
nondiscriminatory; provided, however, 
that the amount fixed does not exceed the fees as hereinbefore prescribed in this article. 
(Ord. No. 69, § 51.005, 2-6-1967) 

 
Sec. 8-62. Bond. 
Any applicant, not a resident of the city for not more than 30 days, shall file with the chief of 
police a surety bond, running to the city in the amount as currently established or as hereafter 
adopted by resolution of the city council from time to time, with surety acceptable to and 
approved by the city manager or his designee, conditioned that the applicant shall comply 
fully with the provisions of the ordinances of the city and the statutes of the state regulating 
and concerning the businesses of solicitor and peddler and guaranteeing to any citizen of the 
city that all money paid as a down payment will be accounted for and applied according to the 
representations of the solicitor and further guaranteeing to any citizen of the city doing 
business with said solicitor, that the property purchased will be delivered according to the 
representations of said solicitor. Action on such bond may be brought in the name of the city 
to the use or benefit of the aggrieved person. 
(Ord. No. 69, § 51.006, 2-6-1967) 

 
Sec. 8-63. Issuance of license. 
The chief of police shall issue to each licensee a license, which in the instance of a peddler 
shall contain the words, "licensed peddler," and in the instance of a solicitor "licensed 
solicitor," the period for which the license is issued and the number of the license. Such 
license shall be worn constantly by the licensee on the front of his hat or outer garments in 
such a way as to be conspicuous during such time as said licensee is engaged in peddling 
and soliciting. 
(Ord. No. 69, § 51.07, 2-6-1967) 

 
Sec. 8-64. Exhibition upon citizen request. 
Peddlers and solicitors are required to exhibit their licenses at the request of any citizen. (Ord. 
No. 69, § 51.008, 2-6-1967) 
 
Sec. 8-65. Production upon request of police officers. 
It shall be a duty of any police officer of the city to require any person seen soliciting or 
peddling and who is not known by such officer to be duly licensed to produce his peddler's 
license or his solicitor's license and to enforce the provisions of this article against any 
person found to be violating the same. 
(Ord. No. 69, § 51.009, 2-6-1967) 

 
Sec. 8-66. Revocation of license. 
Licenses issued under the provisions of this article may be revoked by the chief of police of 
the city after notice of hearing for fraud, misrepresentation, or false statements, any violation 
of this article or the commission of any unlawful acts. Any person aggrieved by the action of 
the chief of police in the denial of an application of a license, or on the revocation of a 
license, shall have the right to appeal to the city council. Such appeal shall be taken by filing 
with the council, within 14 days after notice of the action complained of, a written statement 
setting forth fully the grounds for appeal. The council shall set a time and place for hearing 
on such appeal. The decision and order of the council on such appeal shall be final and 
conclusive. 
(Ord. No. 69, § 51.010, 2-6-1967) 

 
Sec. 8-67. Expiration. 
All annual licenses issued under the provisions of this article shall expire on December 31 in 
the year when issued. Other than annual licenses shall expire on the date specified in the 
license. 
(Ord. No. 69, § 51.011, 2-6-1967) 
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